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What’s
inside

~ week, serious moviegoers
see a new film at the Tivoli |

- and meet afterward to dis- |

- cuss what they saw.

Booming tech
job market is
greeting grads

(U-WIRE) BOSTON —
Graduate student Jeff Considine
is @ man in demand- a major
corporation is. offering him a
starting salary of $63,000.

But, he is not sure if he wants
the job. To Considine, who will
graduate with a computer sci-
ence degree, the $63,000 offer
from Compag is a run-of-the-mill
field. Compagq is just one of

oreire

Net seems to be doing very well
right now,” Leger said. "My

guess is technology is...going to
command top dollar and be com- |

' Leger sa)é-_m'factms typi-
cally determine a starting salary
-- geographic location and job

working in Northern California
make more money the

Leger urges students to begin
their job search as early as their
freshman year to familiarize
themselves with job search
‘resources available on campus.

“Get an idea about what you
like doing,” Leger said.

ltimately, you're going to be
good at what you do because

Spo - y =, - | ‘ 5 g

File shows Butler plead guilty
to felony charges in April

n September, The Current reported that Darwin Butler,
the often controversial president of the Student
Government Association, was g a one-year sentence in
the St. Louis County Jail
ing and credit-device fraud
Louis because a judge
After several weeks, a natic
story and UM-St. Louis studer
national cable-television shows
shows, and covered in the St. £ ost-Dispatch.
Eventually, Butler ended up back in jail while waiting for
the courts to sort out attempts to revoke his work release and a
request to extradite him to Nevada to face several different
charges.

work release.
wswire picked up the
d Butler featured on
tioned on radio talk

Committee votes to express
‘no confidence’ in Chancellor

he year-long dispute between some faculty members and
Chancellor Blanche Touhill came to a head when the
Faculty Council Select Committee on Fiscal Practices cast a
unanimous vote to express “no confidence™ in Touhill.
The committee also issuglfa §&athing report Sept. 15 stating
that Touhill “implemented:

ated chronic fiscal crisis o3 ouis campus,”

The committee recomiti Faculty Council
“consider the question of whe members retain confi-
dence in Chancellor Touhill'seadership.” but the Faculty
Council never formally adds iseim 1999.

On Nov. &, Touhill resp ting “An Open Report

to the Campus Community
the committee.

Later. the UM System issued a report that concluded that
while there were problems with the decision-making process,
there was no pattern of intent to directly violate the planning
and governance process.”

Board of Curators considers
sexual orientation clause

he Board of Curators voted in February to make Executive
Order 3, which called on UM chancellors to help students

develop healthy attitudes towa srent kinds of people, into
UM System policy. This ¢atise from some students
who felt the order didn't prote t discrimination based
on sexual orientation.

UM System President Many eco recommended that
the Board take this actio sfy some students,
who began chanting being removed
from the meeting, the protes inued complaining in the
hallway that the Board sho cCltically list sexual orienta-

tion as a protected category like others listed in the System’s
anti-discrimination clause.

Longtime UM-St. Louis hoops
coach resigns after 17 years

inds of change swept through the UM-St. Louis athletic

department when head basketball coach Rich Meckfessel
announced his resignation in Magglsafter the Rivermen fin-
ished the season with a 7-19 re erall.

The resignation marked an era for UM-St. Louis
basketball, as Meckfessel | Rivermen head coach
for 17 years. Meckfesse ord made him UM-St.
Louis’ winningest coac ned the MIAA Coach
of the Year three times. ;

In April, the University hired Bernsen, a UM-St.
Louis alumnus, to fill the head couael position. Under Bernsen,
the Rivermen have jumped to a 3-1 start this season.

Senate votes to accept
governance restructuring plan

ﬂ cting on a proposal from a committee formed to examine
University governance, the University Senate voted to
divide itself into two new Bodies: a Faculty Senate
and a University Assembl

Proponents of the ch id.it would streamline the cam-
PUS gOVEINAnce process i the role of the faculty
in that process.

Although the change increases the proportion of student
representation in the Univ: bly, some student mem-
bers of the Senate voiced ¢ ut the change and pro-
posed two amendments to the resolution. Both amendments
were defeated.

You can’t catch me: The
Rivermen begin a 3-game
stretch against some of the
best hockey teams around,
and it could help their
national ranking.

< See pages 5

stories of the

AR, g . :
The University announced in February that the Mt.
Providence building was scheduled to be torn
down early next year as part of a highway con-
struction project. The Adult Day Services Center
once housed in the structure was closed during
the summer. -

B s £o o

The Urge performed at Mirthday in April and drew
a large crowd. Their unique brand of ska/metal
provided a lot of energy for the day's festivities.

The Music
Department
brought the-
ater back to
UM-St. Louis
with “Man of
La Mancha.”
Mark
Madsden,
pictured
here, direct-
ed and
starred in
the play,
which had a
successful
run.

The implosion of the Arena, former home of the St.
Louis Blues, in February left many UM-St. Louisans
with only memories of the landmark they held
dear.

Photos by Stephanie Platt/ The Curment
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Center (8200 Natural Bridge) at 7:30
p.m. Free pizza got Chris here. Free
hot dogs got Ron connected. What
does it take to bring you??? For more
info call Betty at 385-3455.

Friday, Dec. 17
* Memories of the Century a division

breakfast hosted by the Office of the
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs will
be in the the Alumni Center from 7:30
to 10 a.m. Please bring memorabilia
dating any time from 1900 to 1999.
Please send two pictures of yourself
(one of when you were young and one
of you now) to Marilyn Ditto, 301
Woods Hall, by Dec. 14, there will be a
contest. There will also be a sign up
sheet available to bring food contribu-
tions.

November 23, 1999

A student reported that her backpack

was stolen from the bookstore stor-
age shelves at 11:30 a.m. The back-

pack contained textbooks, a special | ers and a network card were report- : A Hewlett-Packard Omni-Book was A counterfeit student parking permit ermuli
tape recorder for the blind, and ed stolen from 134 Social Science reported stolen from 005 Computer was discovered on a vehicle parked on mm;?‘:’::;::f[m
recorder tapes. Building between Nov. 24 and Nov. Center Building. There was no sign of | the fourth floor of the new West Drive- bitp.Jheww.umsl. edu/
29. a forced entry. The actual time of South Garage. The parking permit was studentlifeicurrent/
The items contained in the stolen the theft is unknown. confiscated. The incident will be
backpack were recovered. The books | A student residing at University referred to the Student Affairs office.
had been sold to the bookstore. The | Meadows reported that a set of keys | December 3, 1999 ' il i i

recorder tapes were found in a
restroom toilet at J. C. Penney.

At 11 p.m. University Police arrested
a person wanted on outstanding war-
rants from Florissant.

November 28, 1999

At 9:10 p.m., a faculty member
reported that his office computer
had been tampered with and 18
months of information was lost. The

Sunday, Dec. 19

sored by Sigma Pi will start at 9
p.m and is open to all UMSL stu-
dents. Girls must be 18 and guys
must have a college ID. Admission is
a new, wrapped toy or money dona-
tion. The house is located right
across from Taco Bell at 8645
Natural Bridge Road. Any questions
call 426-0078.

« Catholic Mass will be held every
week at 6 p.m. at South Campus
Residence Chapel.

THE CamrPus CrRIMELINE

incident occurred at 513 Benton Hall.

November 29, 1999
Two Hewlett-Packard laptop comput-

was stolen from her apartment door.
They had been forgotten. University
Meadows was also notified.

December 1, 1999

A student reported that sometime
before Dec. 1 her student parking
permit was stolen from her car.

A student reported that sometime
between Nov. 29 at 1 p.m. and Dec.
1 at 1 p.m. her student parking per-

The Campus CrimeLine isa five seruice provided by the { M-S [owis Police Depeartment 1o promofe s

Sure the millenium is coming...

Good will fight evil and all that stuff but no
qeomatter what the final outcome is dialup will
~be a whole lot easier at UMSL.

Starting December 22, 1999 UM-St. Louis
‘will be switching it's dialup system. Your

e-mail address won't change and you don't

need new software, you'll connect d’ifferenfly

using your new Gateway ID.

For instructions check the web site
www.umsl.edu/ ~ dialup or
pick up instructions at

mit was stolen from her car. The
doors to the car were not locked.

December 2, 1999

A vehicle parked on the second level of
Garage "N” was found to have a coun-
terfeit parking permit on the window.
University Police took possession of the
permit. The incident will be referred to
the Student Affairs office.

December 6, 1999

University Police discovered a counter-
feit student parking permit to be dis-
played on the window of a vehicle
parked on the fourth floor of the new

West Drive-South Garage. The permit
was confiscated. The incident will be
referred to the Student Affairs office.

A residence at 8438 Geiger Road and
owned by UM-St. Louis was burglarized
between 8:45 a.m. and 6:10 p.m.
Stolen from the residence were a
Phillips 25-inch television, a 13-inch
television, an Emerson VCR, VCR tapes,
CDs, women'’s underwear, and $400.00
in cash.

An arrest has been made in a burglary
case, which was reported to University
Police on Nov. 14, 1999. The investiga-
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The Meadows isa community
of friends. There's always

plenty to do with programs

for every type of person. 49

University Meadows resident

- The Meadows is convenient,
close to campus and | love the
perimeter gate. My little
brother said the gate was
good because I'll be safe.

-Sharon Kelly,

the library, ssb 103,
computer store or

the technology support
center, 211 Lucas.

-Lee Ann Lojkovic,
University Meadows resident

ieal [ife. Beal fan.

7500

Located on South campus behind Marillac Hall
2901 University Meadows Drive

Real residents.

516-
SR

UNIVERSITY MEADOWS

Student Community

Here's to the future...

gateway id

St. Louis, Missouri 63121
umeadows@go.com
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Film discussion
group lakes on
new cinema

BY MARY LINDSLEY

staff writer

If you love movies, chances are

you love talking about them too. You
know who you are. Going to a movie
theater isn’t just another way to spend

your spare time. For you, watching a .

movie is like hearing a really juicy
piece of gossip—you can’t wait to
pore over the details with someone
else.

The organizers of the Tuesday
Talkies, a film discussion group based
at the Tivoli Theatre, understand this.
They’ve created a way to do formally
what some movie lovers have been
doing informally for years—seeing a
movie and meeting afterward to hash
over its various aspects.

The idea for the Tuesday Talkies
came about when Bill Shamleffer, an
avid movie-goer and a regular patron
at the Tivoli, began discussing with
some of the theater’s staff members
the possibility of “getting some type of
movie club going.” With the help of
Tivoli staffers Dale Sweet and John
Thompson, Shamleffer’s idea came to
fruition last spring with the first meet-
ing of the Tuesday Talkies.

As the name implies, the group
meets on the second Tuesday of each
month to watch one of the films run-
ning at the Tivoli. Attendees then gath-
er after the movie at either Blueberry
Hill or Riddle’s (two of the Tivoli's
neighbors in the University City
Loop) to discuss what they’ve just
seen. '

Sweet said that attendance at the
Tuesday Talkies varies, ranging from

see TALKIES, page 10

The Tivoli Theatre, located on
Delmar, is home to" the group
Tuesday Talkies. ts members

meet monthly to discuss films.

Rafael Macias [ The Current

BY ANNE PORTER
staff associate

Winter means snow, freezing tem-
peratures and ice. But winter weather,
contrary to popular belief, isn’t auto-
matically a problem. The Downtown
St. Louis Partnership is opening an
outdoor skating rink in the city of St.
Louis.

The “Downtown on Ice” rink will
begin operations Dec. 26 and will be
located in the Gateway Mall. The Mall
encompasses the area between 9th and
10th Streets.

The rink, owned by Los Tres
Papagayos, Inc. of Los Angeles, will

be transported into St. Louis a week
before the skating will begin. Five
semi-tractor trailers will move the rink
in parts from California.

Included in all the set-up material is
580 pairs of skates for rentals. The
crew expects to have the ice made in
two days and to maintain it at 22
degrees for the duration of the rink’s
life.

Bleachers will also be placed so
that spectators can watch their favorite
skater. Parking will be available on
Chestnut Street and Market Street as
well as 8th, 9th, 10th, and 11th Streets.

“Downtown on Ice” covers 9.000
square feet and can accommodate 300

skaters at one time. -

Admission costs $3.50 per person
with skate rentals available for $2.
Weekly lunch specials for downtown
employees and students include both
the skate rental and session fee for $3
per person.

Jodi Jordan, the special events pro-
gram manager at Downtown St. Louis,
has worked there for two years.

Jordan said the partnership is bring-
ing“Downtown on Ice” here to pro-
vide local families with a healthy and
fun activity in the winter, when things
slow down. The rink will also provide
tourists with an outdoor experience
that has a long history in movies and

popular culture. =

Skating rinks have long been in
downtown Chicago, New York and
Baltmore, while Houston and San
Diego have recently added rinks.

Downtown St. Louis Partnership
released the announcement on
Tuesday, and the news of the rink has
spread quickly.

“The response has been extremely
positive,” Jordan said.

When Jordan called Home Depot
to order some indoor/outdoor carpet,
the sales person had already heard
about “Downtown™ through the media
before the announcement.

The Partnership is also promoting

the rink by distributing bookmarks at
local schools in both Missouri and
1linois.

If “Downtown™ is successful,
Jordan hopes to make it a yearly event.

“It is new now, but hopefully it will
become a tradition. If the response is
positive, yes, we will do it next year,”
Jordan said.

The rink will be in operation for 29
days. As its popularity grows, more
promotions will be added, such as
shows and broom-and-ball leagues.

“It not every day [someone] has a
chance to skate with 10 buildings
around them,” Jordan said.

Can You Dig It?

Granteer looks for archaeology

BY MARY LINDSLEY
staff writer

When she was a teenager, Shirley
Granteer got her first job. As the old-
est of four children, t Granteer pro-
vided precious extra income for her
large family. It also meant putting off
going to college for a little while.

That was nearly fifty years ago.
What began as “a little while” turned
into decades, as Granteer went from
helping to support her siblings to
supporting a family of her own. Now,
at age 65, she has set out to eamn the
bachelor’s degree she has always
wanted. Granteer is a sophomore at
UM-St. Louis, majoring in archaeol-
ogy with a minor in history. While
some students may view their under-
graduate years as a long, tiresome
chore, Granteer would be hard-
pressed to find somewhere else she

Granteer

would rather be.

Granteer decided to study archae-
ology, a subject far removed from her
work experience. Prior to entering
college, she worked for several dif-
ferent firms as a legal secretary and
an office manager, finishing her
career at the Edison Brothers in

1997. Despite having two children,
three stepchildren and seven grand-
children to keep her busy, she found
the lifestyle of a retiree to be too
leisurely for her taste.

“Sheer boredom,” Granteer said
with a laugh. “I'd always been active.
When my children were [younger], I
was a Girl Scout leader, and I've
always done a lot of sewing and
things at home, but I needed the men-
tal stimulation.”

Rather than succumb to her bore-
dom, Granteer saw retirement as an
opportunity to deal with the unfin-
ished business of earning her degree.
Completing her education had never
been far from her mind while she
was working. She took enough col-
lege classes over the years to enter
school as a first-semester sophomore.
She started at UM-St. Louis last
January, finally able to pursue the

field she had long found to be excit-
ing: archaeology.

“I've always been an avid reader
and [was interested in archaeology]
long before things like Indiana Jones
came around.” Granteer said. “It’s
just fascinating. Those ‘poor sav-
ages’ did so many things that they
were not given credit for.”

Granteer’s interest is apparent to
Tim Baumann, a lecturer in archaeol-
ogy. As one of Granteer's teachers,
he has seen her tackle her studies
with an unusual level of enthusiasm.

“Most people her age are stereo-
typically not that active or outgoing,”
Baumann said. “She’s a very good
student. She goes above and beyond
what most students do in the class-
room.”

In addition to the two classes she
takes, Granteer also works as an
intern in the campus archaeology lab.

degree

She works with prehistoric- and his-
toric-era materials, helping to make
the University’s collections more
accessible to students and archaeolo-
gists in the region. She also partici-
pated in a field school in Arrow
Rock, Mo., last summer. Although
the work at Arrow Rock involved
long hours of digging through mud,
Granteer said she “enjoyed every
minute of it. It’s a fun thing to do, and
you don’t have to be an archaeology
major to enjoy it.”

The fact that Granteer doesn’t fall
into the typical age demographic of a
college student hasn’t fazed her. As is
her nature, Granteer sees only the
positive side of her situation.

“l have quite a rapport with
younger individuals. I think they have
a lot to teach us, just as we probably

see GRANTEER, piage /0

Amy LoMBARDO
features editor

phone: 516-5174
fax:516-6811

“The tragedy of life is
what dies inside a
man while he lives.”

-Albert Schweitzer
Credit: Peter’s Quotations:
Ideas For Our Time

“Is it progress if a
cannibal uses a knife
and fork?”

-Stanislaw J. Lee
Credit: Peter’s Quotations:
Ideas For Our Time

“It’s no exaggeration
to say that the unde-
cideds could go ane
way or another.”

-George Bush
Credit: www.quoteland.com

“Be obscure clearly.”

-E. B. White
Credit: Peter's Quotations:
Ideas For Our Time

“A verbal contract
isn’t worth the paper
it’s written on.”

-Samuel Goldwyn
Credit: www.quoteland.com

Road rules: Instructions for operating yvour vehicle

‘Auv LOMBARDO

Guess what? This is my last
semester at our grand school and,
therefore, my last column. Now,
now, dry those tears, boys and girls.
I’m leaving you with a gift. I'd call it
a Christmas present, but I'm not
allowed to single out a specific holi-
day because I might offend someone.
So, I'll just call it an end-of-the-year
trinket. If it doesn’t apply to you,
please pass it on to a friend or loved
one that may benefit from it. It’s lit-
tle something I like to call, “Amy’s
Tips For Avoiding Fatal Accidents.”

Now, I realize that this may seem
elementary to some, but my personal
experiences have proven that there is

a large portion of the community that
needs some schooling in this area.
My first tidbit of information con-
cerns the big orange signs often spot-
ted on the side of the road. Many of
you may have noticed that these
signs often coincide with construc-
tion. This is not just an eerie coinci-
dence. Don’t let the bright colors and
natural beauty fool you; these struc-
tures are not just for decoration. I
realize it can be confusing, but they
are actually there to wam you about
upcoming obstacles (and I don’t
mean in a few days, 1 mean in a few
seconds). The more observant indi-
vidual will also see that there are big,

black words on the signs that give
specific instructions. For instance, it
may read, “RIGHT LANE
CLOSED.” For the simpler people,
there are usually giant arrows point-
ing in the left direction. This just
means, “GO THAT WAY.” In either
case, you would move into the left
lane as soon as it is clear to do so. [
repeat, as soon as it is clear. Make
sure to look for any vehicles already
occupying the other lanes. If you see
any type of automobile in your side
mirror and it is rapidly getting big-
ger, let them pass before changing
lanes. Remember, anything causing
drivers doing 60+ mph to slam on

their brakes is bad.

Another tricky question comes up
concerning the interior of the vehi-
cle. You know that round thing used
to steer, commonly called the
‘wheel'? Well, there’s a small lever
on the side which can be pushed up
or down. (No, that’s the windshield
wiper. It's the other one). When
moved, it activates a light that clicks
in a rhythmic pattern. This is not a
gadget for keeping time to the beats
of the songs on the radio. It is a turn
signal or ‘blinker,” and it is used to
alert other drivers when you are turn-
ing or changing lanes. You see, due
to the Y2K bug, many people are

experiencing incorrect readings in
their car’s telepathy option, so we
still need to communicate the old-
fashioned way on the road.

Those are just a couple of helpful
hints to prevent road rage and the
like.

My way of showing how much I
care, if you will. I suppose I have
spread enough holiday cheer for one
year. Please know that I will dearly
miss our bi-weekly one-way conver-
sations. Have a very Happy (fill-in
choice of holiday or exercise your
right not to celebrate here), and may
every day be a little better than the
last.
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Faculty-heavy senate
strips students’ power

| Theissue:
Last Tuesday, the UM-St.
Louis University Senate
approved a plan that would
divide it into a University
Assembly and a Faculty
Senate. Students would still
be represented in the
University Assembly, but the
Faculty Senate would have
the real authority. On top of
that, any chance of student
representation on the steer-
ing committee (which affects
students as well as faculty)
was refused because it was
deemed necessary for the
faculty senate to deal with
“important work.”

- We suggest:
Since the faculty makes up
75% of the current Campus
Senate, this perfectly illus-
trates how the faculty are
able to crush student repre-
sentation when already
there’s too little of it to
influence anything.

- S0 what do you think?

Write a letter to the editor
about this issue.

The campus senate struck a
blow against the cause of student
representation Tuesday with the
passage of a flawed campus gover-
nance proposal.

The plan, approved by a wide
margin, will split the senate into
two bodies, a Faculty Senate and a
University Assembly. The plan
graciously allows students to serve
on the Assembly which appears to
have few meetings, little power
and no obvious reason for existing.
The Faculty Senate seems mean-
while to retain much of the present
senate’s real authority.

But making this thinly-dis-
guised power play even worse
were the actions of the faculty
majority, whose comments and
votes made it painfully clear that
student involvement in campus
governance is not a priority at UM-
St. Louis.

One of the most disappointing
examples of the plan’s problems
was the failure of Amendment 3,
which would have placed two stu-
dents on the steering committee, a
group whose actions affect both
bodies. The proposed student
membership was cut to one. But
even this was too strong a student
voice for some. One faculty mem-
ber argued no student should sit on
the committee because the plan's
purpose was to strengthen faculty
governance and even though the
committee’s actions would have
ramifications for the Assembly, the
“important work™ would be dealt
with by the faculty senate. Another
asserted that a lone student repre-

sentative would be “disproportion-
ate” to other members. The facul-
ty-dominated senate agreed, reject-
ing the amendment and effectively
decided that the ideal proportion of
students on the committee would
be zero.

But the senate's latest action
seems only part of an unfortunate
trend. Who can forget the senate’s
September meeting at which facul-
ty, who outnumber their student
collegues by a margin of three-to-
one, voted themselves parking
privileges in student lots, while
students were denied reciprocal
rights in faculty lots.

Decisions like these only exem-
plify an apparent lack of recogni-
tion by many faculty that they are
only one part of a campus commu-
nity, a community composed not
just of professors but also part-
time instructors, the students they
educate, the administrators who
manage the institution and the staff
members who make it run. Only by
listening to all of these diverse
voices can any community develop
a consensus about its future and
the actions best-suited to the inter-
ests of its citizens. Recent senate
meetings seem to be teaching stu-
dents a very different civics lesson
- that democracy can be an effec-
tive tool for denying representa-
tion to an unwanted minority and
granting special rights to oneself at
the expense of others.

Let’s hope that this is one les-
son the future alumni of UM-St.
Louis do not take with them into
the real world.

Congratulations to Joe and news staff

I want to commend you and
your staff on the excellent job of
breaking the Darwin Butler story
and the stories that followed. [ am
proud of you! How exciting! I am
a former editor of The Current,
and 1 can imagine the hard work
and hours that must have been put
in on those stories.

I do want to comment on the
letter written by Carol Klaus in the
October issue. The only one
responsible for Darwin Butler’s
problems is himself. It is crazy to
blame racism, UMSL, The

Current or anyone else. He alone
made the decisions to commit
those crimes, and he should pay
for it. Trying to play the race card
is a cop-out. Take a lesson. The
only gift Mr. Butler has given you
is some great press and a poor
example of what student leader-
ship should be.

To the staff of The Current::
keep up the good work. As Joe's
column stated, when I first came
to UMSL I also couldn’t wait to
get out of there. I started getting
involved working at the newspa-

per and eventually made editor. I
also cherish the memories of

working late nights at the paper

and all the fun we had. As you will
see, some of the friends you have
made there will be close friends
for life. These are your best years!
Enjoy it while you can. When I
graduated it had been so far one of
the happiest days of my life. Carry
on!

-Michelle McMurray
former editor

GUEST COMMENTARY

| Guest Commentary
Meaning of the season lost

The holiday is upon us. With a strong economy,
retail and online sales are up. The St. Louis Galleria,
wanting to reap all the fruits of the country’s pros-
perity, even tried to keep its tenants from advertising
online sales, which may cut in on con-
sumers walking into their doors. UM-
St. Louis has decked the buildings with
lights and holly. And children are
preparing their lists for when they sit
on Santa’s lap. With many Americans
getting caught up with the hustle and
bustle of the season, the reason for the

season is getting lost.

Whether you are a Christian or
Muslim, the spirit of giving that the
holiday season produces can be appre-

abstracts all the religious rituals of the Christmas sea-
sons and honors seven principles that should be prac-
ticed year round. Umoja (unity), Kujichagulia (self-
determination), Ujima (collective work and responsi-
bility), Nia (purpose), Kuumba (cre-
ativity), and Imani (faith) are principles
that are remembered and reaffirmed
from December 26th to January Ist.
African-Americans
Kwanzza do it together with family and
friends.
This Christmas season is the dawn of
a new millennium, and as a beneficiary
of a prosperous year, Americans have
the opportunity to give like we have
never been able to do before. I implore

celebrating

ciated by all. Many religions teach it CHARMANE MALONE y, (5 remember those who are less

is good to give, be it tithing, dona-
tions, Zahat, or time; people of all cul-
tures and religious backgrounds participate in holi-

day generosity.

Christmas season is also a time of remembering
your spirit. As an African-American, [ participate in

guest commentator

fortunate than yourself; give time
where there isn’t money. It is said that
how ever you set off your new year will be a snap

shot of how your year will look. So as we approach

the next.

the holiday tradition Kwanzza. This celebration

the end of the 20th century, let’s set the standards for

A few suggestions
for the holidays

I can’t believe that Christmas
time is here again. It seems like
yesterday we were just starting
school, strolling from class to class
in shorts and T shirts in sunny, 90-
degree weather.

Now the semester is coming to a
close, finals have started, and this is
the last issue of The Current this
semester.

1 guess realization that the sea-
son is upon us first came to me on
Thanksgiving. After dinner, my
aunt came to me and asked if I
could tell her what I
wanted for
Christmas so she
could finish her
shopping that week-
end.

That weekend!

My response to
her—bah humbug.

Christmas break
for students is really
not a break. Sure,
we've got three
weeks away from
school; however, a
closer look reveals a startling
fact—students still have no time to
unwind.

Here is how it works: school
ends, finals begin. Once finals are
over, then students have to hustle
around for Christmas, presents. By
the time students finally recover
from the Christmas holiday, New
Year's rolls around. If students do
New Year’s right, then by the time
they recover from that party, school
starts again.

Add in self-supporting jobs, and
break becomes that much shorter.
So to my overworked fellow stu-
dents, I offer 10 tips that will help

_you get through the holiday season.

1.) Do not drink egg nog while
working with Christmas tree lights
or electric house lights. My friend’s
dad made that mistake last year,
and he still has a convulsive twitch.

2.) Christmas gift tip for the
child who has everything: anything

JoE HARRIS
editor-in-chief

Pokéman.

3.) Christmas gift tip for the
adult who has everything: fruit
cake.

4.) Respect your friends who
may have different religious
beliefs. For example, your Islamic
friends may be celebrating
Ramadan which means they will be
fasting. So it would be rude to eat a
Big Mac in front of them.

5.) When wanting to avoid a rel-
ative who has approached you
wishing to start a conversation,
bring up a subject so
disarming that your
relative will have no
choice but to shut
up. For example, “I
am appearing on
‘The Jerry Springer
Show’ next month
to discuss my
bondage fetish.”

6.) Football and
beer are a good
combination.

7.) To alleviate
holiday shopping
stress, find the person buying any
‘N Sync, Backstreet Boys, or
Britney Spears merchandise and
beat the heck out of them.

8.)To get the most out of Santa’s
visit, forget milk and cookies. If
he’s a real man, then he would pre-
fer a six pack and a burger instead.

9.) Using credit-card fraud to
buy gifts is not acceptable.

10.) Cheap meal idea for poor
students: order from Domino’s
Pizza on Mondays. They have a
promotion that you get a dollar off
for every touchdown the Rams
score the previous Sunday. With
the Rams playing teams that local
high schools can beat, you can get
a pizza for next to nothing.

But seniously, have a safe and
happy holiday. Y2K will not end
the world, and everything will be
normal when we come back in
January.

e d

People are too busy
to enjoy the season

If ‘tis the season to be jolly’
then why did a guy try to run me
over in the grocery store parking
lot?

Christmas is supposed to be the
time of year where people are nice
to each other but it seems like
every store that I go to seems to be
more insane than the previous.
There are people
pushing and shov-
ing. I had an easier
time driving the
highways in New
York than I did nav-
igating the aisles
with some of the
people shopping. I
can understand that
some people feel
like there is going
to be a mad rush on
certain items but
there is no need to
be a complete ass while shopping.

And driving has become down-
right dangerous. There are so
many people out trying to get their
shopping done making the roads
insanely crowded. That’s the first
sign the holidays are here: when I
get cut off by someone who has
filled their car with too many
boxes and can’t see out of the win-
dows.

Essentially Christmas has
become a holiday for the kids.
There is nothing like seeing the
look on a kid’s face when he gets a
gift that he really wanted. My
greatest feeling as a kid was run-
ning into my living room and see-
ing presents under the tree.

Ken DuNKIN

managing editor

Christmas was the best day of the
year. '

But as I got older the mystique
has wom off. If I want something
now I just go out and buy it. So the
whole thing about Christmas being
about the gifts has been thrown out
the window for me. The season for
me is about spending time with my

. family and resting,
taking the time to see
and talk to people I
haven’t seen in quite
a while and spending
time away from work
and school. Resting
and getting away
from jobs is the most
important.

A tradition my
family has had for
years is getting a
cheese cakes and
ham. I’'ll have to
admit I look forward to things like
that more than anything.

The entire holiday has become
too commercial. The displays and
holiday sales seem to start earlier
each year, The stores and advertis-
ers can’t seem to start the holiday
early enough for their liking. It
can't be a simple production such
as Halloween or even Easter.
Christmas is where the money is
made.

Christmas is a time where peo-
ple get crazy and blow all their
cash, but I still try to look forward
to this season. I do it because the
holiday means family. I just wish
everyone else would do the same.

Faculty insecurities result in lost student representation

GUEST COMMENTATOR

D. Mike BAUER

That the student voice in
University politics will be reduced by
the newly approved governance pro-
posal is a given, That said, it is impor-
tant to look at the issue from more than
just the student perspective. We stu-
dents must not get bogged down in
thinking that this new governance
structure was created expressly to
limit student representation. I've said
it before, but it needs repeating: Any
reduction of student representation (or
anything else otherwise considered
political power) is simply an occasion
of the governance proposal, and cer-
tainly not at the root of the thing.

Now, let’s look at what happened in
the Senate on Tuesday, though. It was
thought that perhaps some of the prob-
lems concerning the student voice
were mere oversights that the ad hoc
committee, what with no student

members (a separate problem itself),
may have committed due to a lack of
our perspective. No problem there;
nothing a couple of well-placed

amendments couldn’t fix. So we:

thought. The faculty overwhelmingly
rejected worthy attempts by the stu-
dents to remedy the proposal’s short-
comings, and with a 3-to-1 faculty-to-
student ratio in the senate, any vote
along party-lines will result in the fac-
ulty prevailing.

I have tried to reconcile my imme-
diate response to Tuesday’s senate ses-
sion, which was that the faculty
betrayed their insecurity about stu-
dents’ participation in campus politics.
I really tried to find another logical
reason for faculty to vote against
Senator Josh Stegeman’s amend-
ments, but fear and insecurity seem to
be the only things I can settle on.

Why isn’t there a logical reason?
Because the amendments made damn
good sense. For instance, at least one
student belongs on the steering com-
mittee (even the Bylaws and Rules
committee, which has a faculty
majority, agreed with that). The steer-
ing committee makes decisions that
affect the University Assembly as a
whole, not just the faculty, and when a
clause like C.4.b.iv is included in its
charge: “[It shall be the responsibility
of the steering committee] to maintain
avenues of communication with the
faculty and student body”, the argu-
ment could be made that the existence
of the steering committee mandates at
least one student voice. Professor Gail
Ratcliff’s argument that putting a stu-
dent on the steering committee would
violate certain lofty principals of the
document dealing with the faculty

remaining in charge, is pretty ludi-
crous in light of the committee’s
charge, and considering that one stu-
dent on a committee otherwise made
up of faculty would pose zero threat to
any faculty decisions.

The rejection of the other amend-
ment, which would have moved the
Committee on Curriculum and
Instruction out of the Faculty Senate
and into the University Assembly, is
equally illogical. To say that students
have no business voting on issues like
course proposals, changes in degree
requirements, the grading system or
the University’s calendar, which the
Committee would regularly bring to
the larger body, is tantamount to say-
ing that students don’t belong on the
Assembly at all. These are among the
very issues that students should be
most concerned with, and regardless

of whether students are on the com-
mittee (which the faculty figure ought
to appease us), the fact that students
won’t get to vote on the committee’s
issues is at the heart of the matter.

The newly approved governance
proposal is not without merit. It is an
excellent vehicle to streamline univer-
sity governance and to clarify a lot of
misconceptions about who is really in
charge (it’s the faculty, and they have
no shame in asserting that, as we saw
on Tuesday). It is flawed, however,
particularly in areas of student repre-
sentation, and as long as the faculty
continues to refuse to grant even the
smallest concessions to the deserving
students, it will remain flawed. That is
why the document is unacceptable to
the students of UM-St. Louis.

o
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‘Tough stretch tests Ice

Nationally-ranked opponents
will test team’s toughness

___BY Nick Bowman
staff associate

UM-St. Louis started a three-game
stretch of games against the upper-
echelon teams of the American
Collegiate Hockey Association, with
games against No. 1 Illinois, No. 2
College of DuPage, and No. 3 Palmer.
The series started off with a bang, with
a decisive 6-3 victory over the Palmer
Dragons, and a 3-3 tie with Illinois.

“This stretch can really help us in
the national rankings,” Head Coach
Derek Schaub said. “Our team can
show what they are made of, and it
will be interesting to see how the guys
respond. If we win these games, there
18 no reason why we can’t be ranked in
the top five.” :

The first game, against Palmer,
was arguably the best game the
Rivermen have played to date.

“We played great hockey all 60
minutes, and it showed,” Schaub said.
*“The whole team played to potential,
and showed that we can compete at
the highest levels of collegiate hock-
ey

It didn’t take long for the Rivermen
to start the scoring. At 11:08 of the
first period, Dave Hessell got his first
of four points in the contest off of a
slapshot from the left point that found
the top right comer of the net. Josh
Ulrich got the assist.

The Dragons countered with a
rebound goal about two minutes later,
but UM-St. Louis fired right back,
with Keith Gaines scoring off of a
feed from Hessell, and that would
wrap up the scoring in the first period.

Four minutes into the second peri-

Rivermen

BY RAcHAEt. dumm
staff associate

The UM-St. Louis men’s basket-
ball team is making a name for itself in
the Great Lakes Valley Conference as
they defeated rival Bellarmine in an
offensive display, 73-58.

The Rivermen started the game
slowly with Bellarmine confrolling
the offense, shooting 43 percent and
holding UM-St. Louis to 32 percent
from the floor. UM-St. Louis trailed
Bellarmine 27-33 at the half.

Rivermen Head Coach Mark
Bemsen attributed the bad start to the
team’s inability to get past the second-
half mistakes against GLVC leader
Kentucky Wesleyan.

“We played two games in less than
48 hours,” Bernsen said. A lot of our
first-half woes against Bellarmine
were carry-overs from the second-half
woes from our game against
Kentucky Wesleyan.”

The second half saw the Rivermen
getting back into their game as they
had their best offensive run of the sea-
son, shooting 54 percent, and connect-
ing on a season-high 31 field goals.

*“We shot the ball better,” Bernsen
said. “We executed our offense better,
and we guarded better.”

UM-St. Louis smothered
Bellarmine’s offense, holding them to
29 percent shooting and nine percent
from three-point range.

The Rivermen also out-rebounded
Bellarmine as UM-St. Louis’ Terence
Herbert registered his second double-
double of the season with 14 points
and a game high 21 rebounds against
the Knights.

“Terence, after not playing and sit-
ting out a lot due to a foot injury last
year, gets better every game,” Bernsen
said. “He just played really well.”

Other Rivermen players with dou-
ble figures included Jim Schelich,
who led both teams with 17 points,
along with Brian Markus and Kechan
Johnson who posted 11 points each.

od, Riverman Mike Getz capitalized
on the first power play of the game off
of a solid pass from Rocky Alberti.

Palmer countered, this time on a
cross pass that beat goalkeeper Nathan
Frenkemberger high.

Forty seconds later, the Rivermen
came back with a slapshot from the
hot stick of Ryan Craig, who since
coming back from a broken arm has
racked up 10 points in six games.

During the second intermission,
Schaub said he was very pleased with
his team’s play.

“We only have 20 minutes left,”
Schaub said to the team during the
break. “Just keep up the intensity, and
finish strong.”

Apparently, the defense was not in
the locker room when Schaub said
this, as Frankenberger would face 26
shots in the third period. He turned
away 25 of them to finish the game
with 44 saves. The Rivermen would
add a pair of goals to wrap the contest
up with 6-3 win.

The second game featured the
Rivermen in their third contest with
the top team in the ACHA. This time,
they would put up a much bigger fight
than in their previous games.

“We had a sloppy second period,
which cost us two goals, but played
well the rest of the contest,”
Frankenberger said. “I think we all
know that we are highly capable of
competing at a higher level, and 1t
showed over the weekend.”

Tllinois would score the only goal
in the first period, lighting the lamp on
a bouncer that squeaked under
Frankenberger.

“Their first goal was odd,”

The win now leaves UM-St. Louis
with an impressive 3-1 start on the
season.

ki

Stephanie Platt/ The Current

Riverman Keith Gaines (17) carries the puck across center ice in an earlier game against Mizzou.

Frankenberger said. “The puck
bounced and went straight up in the
air, and someone just tipped it into the
net.”

The Rivermen would go down 3-0
in the second. but rally with goals

blow out Bellarmine

Stephanie Platt/ e Current

Terrance Herbert skies for the tip against Harris-Stowe in the home
opener. Hebert recorded his second double-double of the season in
the win against Bellarmine.

They are 1-1 in GLVC play.

from Craig, Ben Gilbertson, and assis-
tant captain John Winkler to end the
period at 3-3.

Frankenberger kept the Rivermen
alive, stopping 30 of 33 shots in the
contest, raising his save percentage to

GLVC B-BALL STANDINGS

Men
Team GLVC Record
1) Kentucky Weslyan  2-0
2) Southern Indiana 2-0
3) Quincy Bt iy
4) IUPU-Ft. Wayne 2-1
5) Northern Kentucky 2-1
6) SIU-Edwardsville 1-1
7) Wisconsin-Parkside 1-1
8) Lewis 1-1
9) UM-St. Louis 1-1
10) Indianapolis 1-1
11) Bellarmine 1-2
12) St. Joseph's 0-3

. Team

95 percent, and raising his goals-
against-average to 1.69.

But UM-St. Louis could not
muster a goal, and the contest ended
in a hard fought draw.

Women
GLVC Record
1) Northern Kentucky 3-0

2) Kentucky Weslyan  2-0 .
3) SIU-Edwardsville  1-1
4) Bellarmine 1-1
5) Southern Indiana 1-1
6) IUPU-Ft. Wayne 1-1
7) UM-St. Louis 1-1
8) Lewis 11
9) St. Joseph’s 1-1
10) Indianapolis 1-2
11) Quincy 0-2

12) Wisconsin-Parkside 0-2

BY DavE KINWORTHY
staff editor

The Riverwomen rebounded
from a heartbreaking loss against
Kentucky-Wesleyan to soundly
defeat Bellarmine 66-57.

In the Bellarmine matchup,
Tawanda Daniel led the Riverwomen
with 16 points while Amanda
Wentzel and Sara Mauck added 14
and 11 points respectively.

The victory against Bellarmine
was the first for UM-St. Louis since
the rvalry began in 1991.
Bellarmine, prior to the game, was 8-
0 against the Riverwomen.

On their way to a good start on the
season with a 3-2 record, the
Riverwomen have been impressive
in their first two Great Lakes Valley
Conference matches.

UM-St. Louis boasts a .433 shoot-
ing percentage from beyond 19 feet,

First time for everything . ..
Riverwomen
beat Bellarmine

which is second best in the GLVC.
The Riverwomen also have Daniel,
the second leading scorer in the
league, averaging 21.6 ppg. Daniel
scored a career high 33 points in the
loss to Kentucky Wesleyan.

The Riverwomen are also averag-
ing 77 points per game while shoot-
ing 45 percent from the field. UM-St.
Louis is also outscoring their oppo-
nents in the first half 188-161.

The Riverwomen were recog-
nized for their play by receiving 13
votes in the past week’s USA
Today/WBCA Top 25 poll.

The Riverwomen played host to
Quincy over the weekend in a con-
ference match. Previously Quincy
has struggled, posting a recored of 1-
4 overall. Results were unavailable at
press time. UM-St. Louis holds an
11-8 advantage in the overall series
dating back to 1974.
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DaAavE
KINWORTHY

“sports editor
phone: 516-5174
fax: 516-6811

Men’s
Basketball

vs Washington U.
7:30 p.m., Sat. Dec. 18

vs Northwood
7:30 p.m., Tue. Dec. 21

Women’s
Basketball

vs Washington U.
5:30 p.m., Sat. Dec. 18

vs Ferris State
5:30 p.m., Tues.. Dec. 21

Hockey

vs Dupage
10:15 p.m.,Fri. Jan. 7

at SIU-Edwardsville
tha,Sun. Jan. 9

Hockey

Men’s/Women'’s
Basketball

Kinworthy’s column

Rams are still unproven despite playoff caliber record

LATEST Scoor

DAvE KINWORTHY

Yeah, the St. Louis Rams have
finally made it to the postseason,
The Rams have not beaten a win-
ning team all season, and now they
are primed and ready to make a run
at clinching homefield advantage
until the Super Bowl.

Don’t get me wrong, but there is
just something about the Rams that
is not right. They lost their only two
games of the season to the
Tennessee Titans and the Detroit
Lions.

Those two teams command a lot
of respect from the league, and cost-
ly offsides penalties (Fred Miller)
and mental mistakes prevented the
Rams from winning those games

also.

The NFC West is by far the
weakest division in the National
Football League. The only team that
is close to the Rams is the Carolina
Panthers who do not even have a
.500 record.

The San Francisco 49ers have
been the biggest bust in a long time.
The management problems they
have along with an inconsistent
quarterback and a shaky secondary
have destroyed the 49ers’ dynasty.

The New Orleans Saints, led by
Mike Ditka, have traded away the
farm for Ricky Williams who has
been hampered by nagging injuries
all season long.

The Atlanta Falcons have been
destroyed by the injuries to Chris
Chandler and Jamal Anderson. They
are not what they were last season
when they made it to the Super
Bowl.

What will happen to the Rams
when they go against the wide
receivers from the Minnesota
Vikings? Will their secondary final-
ly crumble like it has shown signs of
doing earlier in the season?

Can Isaac Bruce, Tory Holt and
Az-Zahir Hakim handle the great
secondary of Jacksonville?

All of these questions need to be
answered, but have not yet because
of the lack of competition the Rams

have played. You can’t tell me with
statistics that the Rams can compete
with the likes of Jacksonville and
even Dallas yet because they have
not played the high caliber teams.

They will get a chance to prove
themselves worthy in the playoffs,
but they better not lose.

Anyway, I do have one thing
about the Rams though that I do
like: Kurt Warner. He has come
from nowhere to emerge as one of
the leading passers in the NFL.

The time Warner spent in the
Arena Football League has helped
him make quick decisions while get-
ting rushed this season.

Warmmner has been the heart and’

soul of the Rams and has handled
the pressure with ease. He even was
quoted as saying any of the money
he may make in addition to what he
makes now next season will all be
donated to charity. He represents
what any professional athlete
should: a gentleman.

Dick Vermeil, good luck when
you lead your team into the playotfs
not knowing if they can beat a win-
ning team or not. But if the Rams do
get homefield advantage, just make
sure that they win at least one game.
Otherwise the season will be a huge
disappointment.
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Senate votes to split itself

BY BriaNn DoucLas

of The Current staff

The University Senate voted on
Tuesday to change the campus gover-
nance structure, dividing the roles of
the existing Senate between a Faculty
Senate and a University Assembly.

Mark Burkholder, chairperson of
the committee which generated the
proposal, had stated earlier that the
purpose of the change was to stream-
line the campus govemnance process
and strengthen the role of the faculty
in the spirt of the Collected Rules
which  govern the  campus.
Burkholder said the existing gover-
nance system was needlessly compli-
cated and diluted faculty representa-
tion by spreading it between the
Senate and the Faculty Council.

Although the proportion of student
representation 1s actually slightly
increased in the Assembly, some stu-
dent members of the Senate voiced
concerns.  Controversy centered
around two amendments proposed by
student senator Josh Stegeman, both
of which the faculty voted down.

One of the amendments sought to
establish student membership on the
Steering Committee of the Senate,
which also serves as steering commit-
tee for the Assembly. The Steering
Committee calls meetings, sets the
agenda, supervises elections, meets
with the Chancellor and coordinates
the activities of the two bodies.
Stegeman’s amendment would have
placed two student seats on that com-
mittee. The governance proposal as
written does not provide for any stu-
dent seats on the Steering Committee.

Forgetting to

Committee says change will strengthen role of
faculty, but students want more involvement

Tim McBride, a faculty senator
who served on the committee which
generated the governance revision,
said the amendment ran counter to the
governance committee’s intentions.

“One of the rationales [behind the
revision] is [that] the current
Executive Committee is quite large,
and we pur-

important work . . .”

Another amendment proposed by
Stegeman sought to move the
Curriculum  and  Instruction
Committee from the Senate to the
Assembly. This amendment was also
defeated.

Burkholder pointed out that the

governance pro-

posely wanted ‘ C posal did allow
to keep it small for a student
to make it more voice on the
workable, and I I don’t think that either Curriculum and
think adding a one of the amendments rep- Instruction
student would < Committee in the
add them dis- Feasrited nyKind of tirsat form of two stu-
proportionate to faculty governance. It's o, yerbers,
totheotherrep-  just an attempt to keep stu- D Mike
resentatives.” dents from asserting any Bauer, a student
McBride said. - - senator, com-
McBride Kind of reprase:ntatmnal mented on the
saidhe smend- power in University gover- . . .
ment was not nance. defeat.

vital because “I can't see
the governance - D. Mike Bauer any other reason
revision Student Senator  for it than a bit of
allowed per- insecurity about
sons who are 7 , maybe  losing
not on the some of their [the

Steering Committee to meet with it to
discuss agenda items.

Faculty senator Gail Ratcliff also
spoke against the amendment, and
said that because it would deal with
academic matters, “the Faculty Senate
is going to be dealing with the most

take test

can cost students chance
to register for their classes

BY KEN DUNKIN

senior editor

What you don’t know may keep
you from being able to register for
classes.

It has been a standing policy at
UM-St. Louis that students must take
an academic test to give an estimate of
knowledge. The Academic Profile I
must be taken by undergraduate stu-
dents before they reach 23 credit
hours. Students who haven’t taken the
test and have 23 credit hours, will
have holds put on their accounts keep-
ing them from registering. Students
with 90 or more credit hours must take
the same test again.

“We want to be able to compare the
two scores and get an idea of knowl-
edge that was added through educa-
tion at UM-St. Louis,” Simon said.
“We can’t claim that they acquired all
the knowledge while at the University
but where they began with the test

exploring with us!

score and where they finished.”

The 40-minute test is given over
100 times during a school year. There
is no registration fee for the test.
Students can attend any time but they
are asked to arrive five minutes early
with proper identification.

“This test is mandated by legisla-
ture,” Simon said. “We aren’t trying to
be mean by making students take this
test. We realize students are paying a
lot of money to attend, and we want to
protect their investment by making
sure their time spent here was money
well spent.”

During a student’s last semester at
UM-St. Louis he or she is required to
take a major field test. Students must
take a take to show how well they
have mastered in their major. The
School of Education uses the C-Base
which is given to students wishing to
apply for admissions to the school. It is
given to students when they get in the
45-65 credit hours range.

JOIN OUR
CrREW!

The Current is looking for
smart humanoids who have a
talent for writing, taking
photos, selling ads, and
conquering the cosmos.

If any of these sounds like you, please contact us at 516-5174.
The truth is out there... We look for it every week. Come

faculty’s] power. . .” Bauer said. I
don’t think that either one of the
amendments represented any kind of
threat to faculty govemance. It's just
an attempt to keep students from
asserting any kind of representational
power in University governance.”

Bauer said he did think the amend-
ments’ defeat would have a great
impact on students.

“I think it’s probably not going to
affect us greatly,” Bauer said.

Jeanne Zarucchi, chairperson of
the University Senate, said the gover-
nance process provided channels for
student opinion, and pointed out the
dangers of relying solely on represen-
tatives.

“I don’t think that participation by
students should be limited to having a
representative on a particular commit-
tee,” Zarucchi said. ““That is an uncer-
tain business because any given stu-
dent representative may have to be
absent and may have to miss meet-
ings. | think every student on this
campus is welcome to voice an opin-
ion . .." Zarucchi said.

Zarucchi said that anyone wishing
to become involved in the governance
process had the opportunity to read
the Senate’s agenda, request informa-
tion from the Senate Office, and
attend Senate meetings. She said stu-
dents have not exercised these rights
very much in the past, but that there
was no reason they could not begin to
do so now.

According to the bylaws, the pro-
posal must now be voted on by the
full-time, regular faculty. If passed, it’
would then go before the Board of
Curators.

The Giving Tree in the Univeristy Center has paper gloves
which are to be taken and and real gloves to be retumed.
The gloves are for needy children in the area.

Oh, Christmas Tree . ..

Ken Dunkin/ 7he Current

New computing tools are making life
easier for UM-St. Louis researchers

BY JosH RENAuUD
staff editor

Researchers at the University of
Missouri—St. Louis are finding it
much easier to solve complex prob-
lems thanks to some innovative new
tools developed by Campus
Computing.

One of those tools is a special
Beowulf-class cluster computer
called Valhalla. Beowulf clusters are
made of many ordinary computers
linked together in a network. The
resources of the computers are com-
bined using special software, and the
cluster acts as one powerful machine,
able to perform many calculations at
the same time.

“Say you have two calculations
that could be done at the same time
because one is not dependent on the
results from another,” explained Gary
Stiehr, a senior who works in Campus
Computing as a department assistant.
“On one computer with one proces-
sor, you have to do one calculation
and then the next, so it takes [twice as
long]. If you have two computers
[connected in a cluster], you can start
one [calculation] on one processor
and one on another, and they will both
finish in the time it takes one to fin-
ish.” :

With as many as 14 computers
connected in this way, Valhalla is
often able to reach speeds of about
6,300 MHz when applications take
advantage of its parallel processors,
Stiehr said. By comparison, current
fast consumer desktop computers run
at 600 MHz.

The ability to do many calcula-
tions at once makes Valhalla the per-
fect tool for researchers doing com-
plex mathematical work.

“Calculations that took 40 to 50
hours on a workstation in my labora-
tory now take only 4 to 5 hours on the

cluster,” wrote Bill Welsh, a chem-
istry professor, in a letter about his use
of Valhalla to design pharmaceutica

‘and other chemicals. “This has ledto. .|

a tremendous acceleration of our drug
design and discovery efforts on this
project.”

Because of Valhalla, researchers
like James Campbell, 2 management
information systems professor, are
able to tackle harder problems and
create more realistic models than
before.

“Alot of the work that’s been done
in the area I'm working on [trans-
portation networks] has been with
small data sets of five, 10,15, 20, or
25 cities,” Campbell said. “You can
say certain things with 10 cities, but
you don’t know how general the con-
clusions you can draw will be. If you
can look at 200 cities instead of 10,

it's going to be a lot better.”
UM-St. Louis has given
researchers another powerful tool by

becoming a member of the “Internet-
2, a dedicated educational network
with much more bandwidth than the
existing internet.

The original internet began as a
military and then a university
research network. Now it is dominat-

ed by commercial interests, Siegel

said, and most research projects won’t
work in that environment.

“The Internet-2 basically provides
a very, very high-speed connection to
the internet, but it will be limited to
researchers,” Siegel said.

Researchers can solve problems
and create complex models on
Valhalla, but using the Internet 2, they
will be able to share their discoveries
in real time with colleagues around
the world.

“Normally a researcher has to be
on-site if you’re doing testing in real
time and looking at images through a

Ken Dunkin/ 7he Current

A paper sign hanging on a hardware rack welcomes visitors to
“Valhalla.’ Valhalla is the name of UM-St. Louis’ new Beowulf-

class cluster computer.

telescope, for example,” said Jerrold

Siegel, coordinator of Campus
‘Computing. “You have to be there

because you need instantaneous feed-
back. Now you'll be able to run the
machine as if it was in the next room.
[Internet 2] removes the constraint of
locale.”

A researcher like Welsh can
manipulate a three-dimensional
object, such as a molecule, and a col-
league across the country can see the
model move in real-time, Siegel
explained. There is so much band-
width, the two could even have a con-
versation as they both work on the
model.

One point that has Campus
Computing officials smiling is the
price tag of the new tools. UM—St.
Louis’ connection to Internet-2 actu-
ally cost nothing, Siegel said, and
Valhalla was relatively inexpensive to

build.

“This is really a win-win situa-
tion,” Campbell said. Valhalla “gives
us something we couldn’t afford oth-
erwise. For a state university, you
can't go out and buy a $50 million
supercomputer. It seems like we're
getting a tremendous resource at a
tremendous price.”

The win-win situation appears to
have a bright future, as well. Stiehr
and Siegel both have big ideas on dif-
ferent applications for future Beowulf
clusters and the Internet-2.

“You know, the [student comput-
ing] labs are closed at night,” Siegel
said. “[What if] at night the lab
becomes a supercomputer, and during
the day it becomes a lab?”

“Before, that wasn’t a concept you
really thought about, because they

see RESEARCH TOOLS, page 8
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Suspect charged
in U. Meadows
stabbing case

_BY JOE I-lAnms
senior editor

A man accused of stabbing a UM-
St. Loui$ student at the University
Meadows on Nov. 20 has been
released on bail. Shane Heth has been
charged with second-degree assault
and armed criminal action.

James Smalley, assistant director
of Institutional Safety, said the
University of Missouri-St. Louis
police department originally applied
for a warrant on more severe charges.

“We applied for warrants against
the guy displaying the knife.
Originally it was first-degree assault
and armed criminal action,” Smalley
said. “The prosecuting attorney’s
office changed it to second-degree
assault.”

Smalley said the UM-St. Louis
police department’s investigation of
the incident is over.

Smalley said they have inter-
viewed all of the witnesses who were
at the scene and have recorded their
statements. He said the next step is
setting a court date.
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The victim said the incident started
as a feud between residents of two

rooms. He said he was asked to come

up to one of the rooms to make sure
nothing happened.

The victim said he thought the res-
idents had worked out their differ-
ences, until someone came into the
room and punched one of the resi-
dents.

The victim said the person- who
had punched the Meadows resident
then ran out of the room. Heth, a
foend of the person who was
punched, then allegedly ran after the
individual, the victim said.

The victim said he and another
person tried to stop Heth at the door
and didn’t know Heth had a knife
until he was stabbed in the arm.

The victim was stabbed in the arm.
He spent the night in the hospital and
received seven compression stitches

and numerous internal stitches. He is _

expected to make a full recovery.

Heth is not a UM-St. Louis student
or a resident of the Meadows. The
police report stated that Heth suffered
a cut leg in the incident.

College students and alcohol

Administration considers making U. Meadows dry

BY JoE HAnals
senior. editor

A meeting was held Dec. 8 at the
University Meadows clubhouse for
University of Missouri-St. Louis
-administrators and Meadows resi-
dents to discuss ways to reduce alco-
hol-related incidents there. One solu-
tion may be making the Meadows a
dry complex.

G. Gary Grace, vice chancellor of
Student Affairs; Joanne Bocci, inter-
im associate vice chancellor of
Student Affairs; Robert Roeseler,
director of the UM-St. Louis police
department; and Bob Kennedy, direc-
tor of University Meadows, met with
a group of approximately 20
Meadows residents. The administra-
tors said they wanted student input on
solutions for the problem.

Residents voiced displeasure
about the inconsistency of the alcohol
policy enforcement. Residents sug-
gested increasing the number of
house meetings and creating a
Meadows resident judicial board to
hear appeals on alcohol-related pun-
ishments.

Grace said all of the suggestions
made by the Meadows residents
could be implemented.

“The house meetings and the judi-
cial kind of board . . . I think there
were some prefty constructive sug-
gestions that were made by the stu-
dents that probably are going to go
much further than just discipline.”

If an alternative solution is not
found, Grace said another option is to
make the Meadows a dry campus.

“The dry campus would be basi-
cally the same policy that we have at
Seton Hall and the Honors College
and so forth that there will not be any
alcohol allowed on the property peri-
od,” Grace said.

Grace said that policy, though the
most extreme, would provide consis-
tency in alcohol-related enforcement.

Shawn  Wittenberg,  former
Meadows community assistant and
current resident, said he thinks many
residents would feel that part of their
experience would be taken away if
the Meadows were to go dry.

“I think a lot of the reason students
come to live at the Meadows is
because of the experience of living on

your own while going to school,”
Wittenberg said. “I think making it a
dry complex would take it away
somewhat.”

Several recent incidents involving
alcohol have brought attention to the
problem. On Nov. 20, a Meadows
resident was stabbed during a con-
flict. The suspect allegedly was
drinking alcohol. More recently, a
resident fell off of a third-story bal-
cony while drinking at a party. The
resident suffered only minor injuries.

Bocci said to the group that since
school started, 30 to 35 cases involv-
ing alcohol at the Meadows have
been brought to her attention.

“These are severe cases,” Bocci
said. “These were arrests have been
made or violence was involved . . .
I'm regretting coming in on Monday
because 1t’s like, what happened at the
Meadows this weekend?”

Roeseler said he is concerned
about the safety of everybody associ-
ated with the Meadows.

“T'm concemed not only for the
safety of (the residents), but for the
safety of the officers as well,”
Roeseler said. “For example, one of

my officers had a bottle thrown at
them (several weeks ago).”

Wittenberg said he would like to
see the Meadows management take a
more active role.

“I'd like to see the Meadows
upper management-wise become
more involved in interaction with the
residents instead of just punishment,”
Wittenberg said.

Grace said there is no timetable for
any changes at the Meadows, He said
he would like to hold more meetings
with the residents before an official
plan of action is adopted.

Grace said if Meadows becomes a
dry campus, it would not be until next
school year.
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Dutlet stores are another way to save holiday bucks

BY SANDY VAN
The Rebel Yell

(U-WIRE) LAS VEGAS —
There are a lot of items out there that
yutlet stores sell below retail because
hey do not meet the manufacturer’s
standards.

These items are labeled as irregu-
ar, damaged or factory second and
nake up less then 15 percent of the
sutlet’s merchandise. The defect may
»e unnoticeable or obvious,

Sometimes there isn't even a
defect: the manufacturer has simply
abeled the merchandise as defective
‘0 maintain good relations with
epartment stores that also carry the
ompany'’s line. That way outlets and
jepartment stores aren’t direct com-
Jetitors.

Are irregulars worth buying? That
depends on what defects you are will-
ing to accept. Important things to
remember are to look very carefully
and when in doubt, ask questions.

Visit www.Qutletbound.com
before you shop and request a VIP
Voucher. It is redeemable for coupons
and special offers worth hundreds of
dollars that are good at many partici-
pating outlet stores. The site also
lets you search outlets by location,
stores, brands or product category.

Sometimes you can ask a store
manager for a coupon book. These
books are given to bus tour visitors,
usually not to individuals. Some
stores might give you one out of gen-
erosity. You might also get these
coupon books from the customer ser-
vice desk.

Ask the stores for early mark-
downs. Stores might let you buy an
itemn that is going to go on sale in two
weeks for the sale price. Sign up for
mailing lists. You will receive
advance notice of sales as well as
possible discounts. If you are going
to buy a lot of things at once, ask for
a volume discount,

Look out for items that may have
never been sold in retail stores, Many
popular stores create their own lower
priced line with the same brand name
and style and sell them through the
outlet stores. They may lack quality
work or have something that the orig-
inal might not have, such as plastic
buttons instead of wooden buttons.

Most of the items made for the
outlets have “factory store” stamped
on the tag. Items from the designer’s

retail stores will have tags that are cut
in half or are marked with ink. When
in doubt, ask a salesperson.

Make sure to test the fabric for
quality. Take a handful of fabric and
squeeze hard, then release. Any item
except linen should keep its shape
and wrinkle very little. The items
usually worth buying are those
marked irregulars. Irregulars have
very little noticeable flaws. Clothing
marked seconds is not worth buying
because it usually has very big flaws.
Also, try to skip clothes that are 100
percent silk, because they rarely hold
their shape or color for very long.

Ask the store about its refund and
exchange policies. There may be dif-
ferent policies for the holidays.
Before you buy, find out if the item
can be returned only through the out-

b s et e

Need photographers or we’re screwed.

7 Current 516-5174

let stores, their full priced retail stores
or through the mail. To defend your-
self, save the tags. It may say, “all
sales are final,” but if you want to
return it, look for a defect. If the gar-
ment was not marked imperfect in
the first place, you may get a refund.
If you find an item you like better that
costs more, you might ask the man-
ager 10 use your “all sales are final”
garment toward the purchase price.
Don't always assume that outlet
stores have the lowest prices. Some
outlet stores mix full price items with
discounted items. So if a retail store is
having a sale, it may be cheaper to
buy from the retail store than the out-
let store. Do your homework at the
retail stores and then expect to pay at
least 25 percent less at the outlet
store. Also, disregard the suggested

retail price because these are often
exaggerated to make items look real-
ly cheap.

Here's a handy list for checking
items:

Bath towels: Are the hems even?
Are the stitches near the ends tight?

Belts: Full-grain leather is twice as
thick as split grain leather, which
wears out quickly.

Dress Shirts: Tumn the shirts inside
out to see if the lining at the collar and
armholes are sewn well. Try and buy
items that are 100 percent two-ply
cotton because they stand up better
than polyester blends in repeated
washings.

T-shirts: There should be strong
stitching around the neck, shoulder
seams and armholes.

- RESEARCH TOOLS, from page 6

were separate computers,” Stiehr said.
“Now that we are clustering different
computers, anywhere you have a
bunch of separate machines, they can
be strung together."”

Internet-2 access will be available
to UM—St. Louis researchers very
soon, Siegel said, while Valhalla is
operational right now. Siegel said he
wasn't sure how heavy the demand for
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the new tools might become.
“Campbell is a good example of
somebody who is going to try prob-
lems, techniques and solutions that he
wouldn’t have without [these
resources],” Siegel said. “So the ques-
tion is, how many other people like
that are there out there? This is really
just the tip of the iceberg, I believe.”
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comparfy located 5 minutes i nfnsiotes Wiellnest and *Full and Part-time days & evenings also available.
from campus seeks individual ‘94 Toyota Corolla ;
; Stress Relax. Use Medical ; .
interested in PART TIME office |  \hite 4dr, auto trans., | Qigong, herbs to Heal Chronic If interested, call our CAMPUS HOTLINE at
| work. Duties include fling, - | power windows, central lock- | pisease. For information, call 1-800-235-9166 TODAY!!!!!
data entry, light YPIng and | ing, A/C, CD shuttle, Radio & | SirFu Sam who has studied Tai .
;ftepbhlon:l;ixsce Af;; P?gﬁjgts Tape, Mag wheels, Excellent Chi and Qigong since 1970 at National Reservation Center
exibie & % 000 X %
Company 3500 Goodfellow SoRGtien, DR Iniles {34) 994-5095 o email to 2650 South Hanley Road
P e $6,000 onco. Must Sell $920252@admiral.umsl.edu St. Louis. MO 63144 EO
Blvd., 385-18 Malcolm @ 868-9473 : t. Louis, 1 EOE
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Many activities available to welcome new year

BY ANNE PORTER
staff associate
Everyone is worried about Y2K.

Before all the panic attacks begin and
all the banks and automobiles cannot

operate, everyone should kick it off

with a memorable time on New Year's
Eve. The final calendar day to be
marked 19— is quickly approaching,
and it is time to decide where to be at
the long-awaited stroke of midnight.
For that distant allure, hop a plane.
Explore some other city. Remember,

have a lot to teach them, if they're will-
ing to listen,” Granteer said. “It's
extremely stimulating, both intellectu-
ally and physically, the camaraderie
and the energy that's generated by a
group of people with a goal in mind.”

Baumann believes Granteer's atti-
tude extends beyond her classmates to
everyone who surrounds her.

“She has a rapport with people,
period,” Baumann said. “She gets
along with everybody. I've never heard
anybody ever say anything bad about
Shirley.”

Granteer is looking forward to a
second intemnship next semester at the
Missouri Historical Society, where she
will likely focus on North American
collections. She hasn't made any defi-
nite post-graduation plans, but she's
leaning toward getting a master’s

though, to check travel times as many
airplanes have travel restrictions.

Katherine Romine, a UM-St Louis
senior majoring in communication, has
two possible options this New Year's.

“l think I might be going to
Chicago,” Romine said.

She explained that her friend there
has a house overlooking Lake
Michigan. If not Chicago, Romine said
she would stay in town and go to
Soulard to check out the scene.

Other cities near St. Louis that are
within driving distance include Kansas

44

S he gets along with
everybody. I've never heard
anybody ever say anything
bad about Shirley.

- Tim Baumann
Archaeology lecturer

degree in museum studies.

She hasn't ruled out the possibility
of beginning an entirely new career.
Whatever she decides, she has just one
condition.

“I will not give up digging,”
Granteer said. “It’s great fun.”

City, Memphis, and New Orleans.
Local concerts that include excellent
performers are Johnnie Johnson at
Blueberry Hill and Mesh and Stir at
Stage Left.. Latin lovers can find the
flair with Javier Mendoza at the
Firehouse. There will even be Elvis
sightings at the Casino Queen’s Club
Sevens, when “The King” celebrates
the holiday with The Elvis Tribute.
Theater buffs can enjoy perfor-
mances of “Into the Woods™ at the
Repertory Theatre of St. Louis. The
Bissell Mansion Restaurant and Dinner

For submission
guidelines see our

or

box outside the English Department

e-mail us at LitMag2000@hotmail.com

TALKIES, from page 3

Theater and the Lemp Mansion offer
mystery dinner theaters.

Other possibilities for the over-21
crowd include bar hopping on a visit to
the Landing, Soulard, or the Central
West End. All these areas have many
bars, ale houses, and dance clubs in
close proximity to each other, so there
is less of need to travel great distances.
For those who are opting for the home
advantage, the house offers methods to
millennium madness.

Throwing a party honors the classic
way to ring in the new year. The small

get-together complete with favors,
food, and beverages that includes fam-
ily and friends can make a great alter-
native without leaving the comfort and
convenience of your home. Movies,
board games, and baking could pro-
vide activities that include all members
of the party. For the romantics out
there, a candlelight dinner with float-
ing water-roses can create a very ele-
gant and romantic setting. If someone
does not want to attempt a culinary
concoction, many local establishments
offer New Year’s packages with both

food and drink. Since many college" .

students do have to work, tribute has to
be paid to them. Mike Funaidi, a UM-
St. Louis junior majoring in mass com-
munications, is one of those working
students.

-

‘

“Right now it looks like I'll be 4

working untl 10 p.m., so if I'm lucky,
one of the guys there will have a
party,” Funaidi said.

So for everyone, whatever you do
this millennium celebration, have a
festive and safe time.

as few as 25 people to as many as
50. Some are Tivoli regulars, while
others patronize the theater less fre-
quently. Although discussions can
cover a wide variety of topics,
Sweet said the direction conversa-
tions take is largely influenced by
the personalities of the attendees.
“Someone with a technical back-
ground, who's worked in, say, stage
production, will always mention
costumes and lighting,” Sweet said,

“while someone who's worked in -

writing or just reads a lot will
always notice phrases in the charac-
ters' dialogue.”

Because the Tivoli specializes in
specialty, art and foreign films, the
Tuesday Talkies also provides a
way for filmgoers to become better
acquainted with movies outside the
cinematic mainstream.

“It's a nice way to support inde-

- FREE TEST, with immediate results,
detects pregnancy 10 days after it begins.

- PROFESSIONAL COUNSELING & ASSISTANCE.
All services are free and confidential.

Pregnant?

pendent films, as opposed to the
heavily marketed Hollywood
movie, or to support a director or
writer who's really trying to put a
point across rather than something
that just sells well,” Shamleffer
said.

The Tuesday Talkies are also an
excellent way for movie lovers to
see films in a setting other than the
run-of-the-mill multiplex.

The 75-year-old theater under-
went an extensive renovation in
1994 to closely restore it to the way
it appeared when it first opened.

The omate ceilings and prosce-
nium arches in the building have a
nostalgic feel that complement the
memorabilia and classic movie
posters that line the walls in the
lobby.

The next meeting of the Tuesday
Talkies will be Tuesday, Dec. 14,

The main lobby of the Tivoli Theatre

organizers have tentatively decided
to discuss the 7:20 p.m. showing of
“Being John Malkovich.”

Those wishing to attend are
asked to call the theater at (314)

i
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Rafael Macias [ The Current

862-1100. There i1s no charge to
attend the meeting although atten-
dees will pay regular admission
prices to see the film.

This little showman is

good enough to eat!

SEND THE FTD"
LET IT SNOW™
GOURMET TOWER.

This charming snowman is actually three
layers of gourmet treats surs to make the

holidays more tastefull Goodies inciude
Lindt® chocolate trufiies, private blend
coffee, and lots of Hickory Farms®
favorites.
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Brentwood...(314) 962-5300  St. Charles.....(636)724-1200
Ballwin.......(636) 227-2266  South City.... (314)962-3653
Bridgeton....(636) 227-8775  Midtown ...... (636)946-4900 o~z

All Toll Free Numbers

Great
Specials

Carryout only

Carry out or Deliver

pizza

- 2 Medium 1 topping pizzas

$10.99

=
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Earn up to $5.60 - $6.00 per hour
plus tips.

- Large Stuffed Crust 1 topping .

$9.99

For
Hire

Currently looking for dependable
drivers to deliver.

Call today 521-1113

Need a JOB?

RIS,

Tues., Thurs,,
1:00 p.m. - 4;:30 p.m.

§ McDonnel Blvd. g
Ak 2
CUEI RS =)
HIEELX E

3Lz £

4
| "Missourl Bottom Rd.

5434 Eagle Ind. Ct.
Hazelwood, MO 63042

An FDX Company

We are currently looking for people to load and unload delivery vans and trailers
on our early morning shifts (2:30 AM) and evening shifts (4:30 PM) at our locations
in St. Louis. Start at $8.00-$8.50/hr and work up to $9.00-$9.50/hr after 90 days.

*Advancement Opportunities “NO Weekends *Tuition Reimbursement
*Approximately 4-5 hours a day

If interested, come and apply at the times & days listed below.

Know 10-key?

Positions available

immediately

1-800-872-7296 ext. 6927
EOE/AA

Must be at least 18 years of age.

“Weekly Pay

Mon., Wed., Fri.,
1:00 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Hwy40
Delmar

Olive Blwd.

] Skinker Bivd, @

6150 Qllve Ln.
St. Louis, MO 63112

(After Hours: 1-800-550-4900)

TEXTBOOKS ONLINE. SAVE

FREE SHI

|
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= FAVAZZA FLORIST, Inc.
% 7 North Oaks Plaza, St. Louis, MO 63121
(314) 3834576  (800) 972-8305

® A Rogeternd Trecernark of Fionsis” Tanswond Devary, o, ™ A Tiademark of Fioreis” Tisnewornia Dedvery, ino
€ 1950 Fonsy” Transwork) Delvery, Inc

]

UP TO 40%.
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* limited time offer on orders over $35,
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